The Evolving Role of Members of the American Board of Plastic Surgery in Burn Surgery.
Outcomes for patients with burn injuries are optimized by multidisciplinary care in a specialized burn center. Plastic surgeons traditionally have played a significant role in the care of burn patients; however, this may be evolving. We aim to examine the role and employment satisfaction of plastic surgeons in burn surgery. Members of the American Society of Plastic Surgery with available contact information and US senior plastic surgery residents were asked to complete a survey examining practice profiles and employment satisfaction. Responses were analyzed between groups stating that their practice did and did not involve burn surgery. Of the 573 attending respondents, 135 (23.6%) indicated that part of their practice included burn surgery. Nineteen (41.9%) residents indicated they desired their practice to include burn surgery. About 41.9% of respondents with less than 3 years of experience, 25% with between 3 and 10 years of experience, and 21.7% with greater than 10 years of experience practiced burn surgery. Twenty-one (15.3%) respondents were completely satisfied with their practice, 62 (45.3%) were mostly satisfied, and 36 (26.3%) were satisfied. Fourteen (10.2%) respondents were mostly dissatisfied and 4 (2.9%) were completely dissatisfied (P = 0.0315). Despite residents' interest and junior plastic surgeons' involvement in burn surgery, the role of burn surgery in responding plastic surgeons' practices diminished over time. Those practicing burn surgery are less likely to be satisfied and more likely to be dissatisfied with their practice. Plastic surgeons should therefore examine their role in burn surgery to optimize their desired involvement and satisfaction within the field.